
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course: Biology Honors 
Teacher: Mr. Fales 
Room: 412 

 
 
 
E-mail: tony.fales@dvusd.org 
Voice Mail: 623-445-8745 
Office Hours: as shown on board or by appointment

Canvas: https://dvusd.instructure.com/ 
 
Textbook-  
Online OpenStax Biology 2e is posted on Canvas and BCHS website.  
 
Science Materials: Be prepared for class everyday by having a writing utensils (including several highlighters), 3 ring 
binder 1 ½ in. or larger (you may share this binder with other courses) or a Biology folder, 3 dividers (Bellwork, Notes, 
Labs)- these will be electronic or hard copy (your choice), loose leaf notebook paper, graph paper, colored pencils 
 
Course Description- This course will cover in-depth topics such as cell structure, genetics and ecology.  Labs are 
designed to improve student skills and research projects are required.   
 
Course Standards: 

L2U1.19- Develop and use models that show how changes in the transfer of matter and energy within an 
ecosystem and interactions between species may affect organisms and their environment. 
L2U1.21- Obtain, evaluate, and communicate data showing the relationship of photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration; flow of energy and cycling of matter. 
L2U3.18- Obtain, evaluate, and communicate about the positive and negative ethical, social, economic, and 
political implications of human activity on the biodiversity of an ecosystem. 
L3U1.24- Construct an explanation of how the process of sexual reproduction contributes to genetic variation. 
L3U1.25- Obtain, evaluate and communicate information about the causes and implications of DNA mutations 
L4U1.27- Obtain, evaluate, and communicate evidence that describes how changes in frequency of inherited traits 
in a population can lead to biological diversity 
L4U1.28- Gather, evaluate, and communicate multiple lines of empirical evidence to explain the mechanisms of 
biological evolution. 
HS.E1U3.14- Engage in argument from evidence about the availability of natural resources, occurrence of natural 
hazards, changes in climate, and human activity and how they influence each other. 
L1U1.20- Ask questions and/or make predictions based on observations and evidence to demonstrate how 
cellular organization, structure, and function allow organisms to maintain homeostasis. 
L1U1.22- Construct an explanation for how cellular division (mitosis) is the process by which organisms grow and 
maintain complex, interconnected systems. 
L1U3.23- Obtain, evaluate, and communicate the ethical, social, economic and/or political implications of the 
detection and treatment of abnormal cell function. 
L3U3.26- Engage in argument from evidence regarding the ethical, social, economic, and/or political implications 
of a current genetic technology. 
L4U1.28- Gather, evaluate, and communicate multiple lines of empirical evidence to explain the mechanisms of 
biological evolution. 
P1U1.2- Develop and use models for the transfer or sharing of electrons to predict the formation of ions, 
molecules, and compounds in both natural and synthetic processes. 
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P1U1.3 - Ask questions, plan, and carry out investigations to explore the cause and effect relationship between 
reaction rate factors. 
P4U1.8- Engage in argument from evidence that the net change of energy in a system is always equal to the total 
energy exchanged between the system and the surroundings. 
P4U3.9- Engage in argument from evidence regarding the ethical, social, economic, and/or political benefits and 
liabilities of energy usage and transfer. 

Grading Policy 

A  = 90-100%     SEMESTER GRADE POINTS 

 B  =  80-89%    100% Observation/Inference 

 C  =  70-79%     Experimenting/Measurement 
 D  = 60-69%     Analysis/Classification 

 F  =  50-59%     Conclusion/Communication/Research 

 49% = 0 = No Evidence     District Summative Unit Exams 

        

The semester grade is a cumulative grade. A student's grade will be a direct reflection of only what they know and will 

not take into account chosen behaviors. Students will still be held accountable for behaviors such as turning work in late 
and cheating, but it will not be reflected in their grades. 
The PowerSchools site allows parents/guardians and students to access the student’s grades, attendance, and other 
information. If you need your access information, please stop by the front desk during business hours.  You will need 
a photo I.D. The web address is: http://ps.dvusd.org/public  If you are failing at the end of 1st semester you will be 
placed in the general education for 2nd semester. 
 
Communication- Please contact the teacher with any student/material/personal concerns.  It is crucial that teachers, 
parents, and students maintain open lines of communication.  Contact information listed above. 
 
One to One iPad Initiative 
This year every student will be issued an iPad. It is an instructional tool, and not a gaming device. The iPads are locked 
down and access to many apps is restricted. They will be managed as an instructional tool, and will only be a portion 
of the in class instruction. There will be videos to watch, and exercises and homework to complete. Students are 
expected to plug it in every night so they show up to school with it fully charged. If they do not have a functioning 
iPad in class, there will be accommodations made, but it will not function as smoothly.  
** Apps to download- Notability, Google apps (Drive, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Chrome), Apple apps (Pages, Keynote, 
Numbers, iMovie), ScanPro.  
 
Canvas Access 
During this course students will need to access, upload and download content from our class website which can be 
accessed at dvusd.instructure.com In the event a student does not have personal access to the internet, the Maricopa 
County Library offers free after school and lunch time access. Please be sure to plan ahead as necessary. You will need 
to have a library card. 
 
Adherence to the Boulder Creek Academic Integrity Code  
All students enrolled in Honors BIOLOGY will adhere to the framework and guidelines set forth in the Boulder Creek 
High School Academic Integrity Code. Cheating and Plagiarism will not be tolerated. The purpose of this code is to 
promote a positive learning environment for all involved. As humans, we will make mistakes as we grow. It is 
understood that we can learn from those mistakes and become better individuals in the future. Any student who 
violates this code will be referred to the Students Rights and Responsibilities handbook and assignment of 
appropriate consequences. Please refer to the Academic Integrity Code in your student handbook for more details.  
MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: Upon return to class after an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed to 
make up work/test assigned during his/her absence regardless of the number of days absent. For example, if a 
student is absent on Thursday and Friday, he/she will have Monday and Tuesday of the following week to make up 
work and must turn in the work that was assigned during the days absent on Wednesday. It is the student’s 
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responsibility to check with Canvas and teacher as soon as possible for work missed and possible adjustment of due 
dates. All work is due by the end of the Unit, prior to the Unit exam. Work not turned in on the due date will be 
marked with a zero. Once work has been turned in due to absence or lateness, the assignment will be scored as 
normal and the zero will be removed. Once the unit test has been given, the assignments will close and will not be 
reopened.  
 
Retakes: Retakes must be scheduled with your teacher. Second attempts at a test are allowed with the following 
guidelines: test retakes must be before the end of the quarter, during flex time and a completed study guide or notes 
of unit exam content completed. Check Canvas for office hours.  
 
MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: Upon return to class after an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed 
to make up work/test assigned during his/her absence regardless of the number of days absent. For example, if a 
student is absent on Thursday and Friday, he/she will have Monday and Tuesday of the following week to make up 
work and must turn in the work that was assigned during the days absent on Wednesday. It is the student’s 
responsibility to check with Canvas and teacher as soon as possible for work missed and possible adjustment of due 
dates. All work is due by the end of the Unit, prior to the Unit exam. Work not turned in on the due date will be 
marked with a 49%. Once work has been turned in due to absence or lateness, the assignment will be scored as 
normal and the 49% will be removed. Once the unit test has been given, the assignments will close and will not be 
reopened.  
 

Retakes: Retakes must be scheduled with your teacher. Second attempts at a test are allowed with the following 
guidelines: test retakes must be before the end of the quarter, during flex time and a completed study guide or 
notes of unit exam content completed. Check Canvas for office hours.  
 

 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS AND CONSEQUENCES: The policies from the Student Rights and Responsibility 
handbook are identical to those when you are under my supervision.  

1. All other classroom “norms” will be discussed with the following in mind… 

 Boulder Creek and its inhabitants deserve RESPECT! (other students/teachers/lab materials/building) 

 Come to class prepared (materials, brains engaged in science, positive attitude, do your best)  

 No visible or in-use electronics beyond your issued iPad.   

 Positive attitudes are welcome . Do not swear or use unprofessional “s” words” (shut up, stupid).   

 No food or drink. 

 Late work will be turned in prior to end of unit exam.  

 Retakes for formative and summative exams are available, by appointment.  
 
Classroom Behavior Expectations and Consequences- PBIS 

 Learning Environment 

Prepared 
 

 Bring materials 

 Come prepared to learn 

Respectful  Respect others, their property, equipment, and the facility 

Integrity 
 

 Complete your own work 

 All electronic devices are off and out of sight 

Discipline 
 

 Arrive on time & be in your seat 

 Behave appropriately and use courteous language 

 Keep food and drink outside 

Everyone United  
 

 Encourage confidence 

 Cooperate and collaborate 

 



 

The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the Superintendent's 
Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000. 

 



Science Laboratory Breakage Policy:  According to BOULDER CREEK HIGH SCHOOL and the DEER VALLEY UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT the following policy on laboratory breakage will be as follows. 
Breakage Policy:  Laboratory investigations are a crucial part of science investigations.  Without science equipment, 
labs and projects are very difficult to perform.  Due to costs, students will check- out equipment and tools to use in 
lab.  If a student breaks something, he or she will be held responsible for paying a replacement fee.  This is designed 
to reinforce that the students follow instructions and use care when using equipment.  Many of the process are 
included; however the list is not limited to only these items.  Students are responsible for paying the breakage fee at 
the bookstore.   

Beakers   

10ml $ 5.00 250ml $ 4.50 

50ml $ 4.50 400ml $ 5.50 

100ml $ 4.50 600ml $ 6.50 

150ml $ 4.50 1000ml $ 12.50 

Buret  $ 19.75 

Buret Tip Replacement  $ 1.78 

Crucibles  $ 3.21 

Crucible Covers  $ 5.80 

Dropping Bottles  $ 9.00 

Eudiometer Tube 50ml  $ 30.60 

Evaporating Dishes  $ 10.76 

Glass Rod  $ 0.50 

Medicine droppers  $ 0.50 

Meter Stick  $ 4.50 

Metric Ruler  $ 4.50 

Mortars (glass)  $ 14.40 

Mortars (porcelain)  $ 10.00 

Pestles  $ 5.00 

Prepared Slide  $ 5.00 

Spot Plate  $ 14.95 

Test Tube   

 10mm $ 0.50 

 13mm $ 0.50 

 15mm $ 0.80 

 20mm $ 1.00 

 25mm $ 2.00 

Thermometer (20-110 
c) 

 $ 4.70 

Triple Beam Balance  $ 120.00 

Watch glasses  $ 2.15 

Vernier interfaces/ 
Probes 

 $325.00 
$65-$165 

 
 The Deer Valley Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or 

age in its programs and activities. For any inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies contact the Superintendent's 
Department, 20402 N. 15th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85027. 623.445.5000. 

 



BIOLOGY  
Return to Mr. Fales by First Friday of School. 

Parent and Student Contract 

 By signing, we are saying that we have read, understand and agree to abide by the policies and regulations 
explained in this syllabus.   

 We understand that Boulder Creek High School Science Department has a “Breakage Policy”.  This policy is 
designed to hold students accountable for equipment checked out to their care.   

 We have read and agree to follow all the safety rules set forth in the Student Safety Contract.  These measures 
are in place to protect the safety of all students in the lab.  

 
No students will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and 
parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher. 
 
 
_____________________________________       Period________ 
Print Student Name 
 
 
_____________________________________       Date__________ 
Student Signature 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Parent Signature 
  
 
 

Student Information Sheet 

Student preferred name Student email 

Mom’s name and contact phone # Dad’s name and contact phone # 

Mom’s E-Mail Dad’s E-Mail 

*You may place a star by the parent/guardian who would prefer to be contacted throughout the school year.     
 
     
Please tell me one interesting fact about you or your life that you would like me to know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


